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ATTACK UPON THE CANAL

collecting areas, the Wadi el Arish and the Mukhsheib
escarpment, receive the downpour. In a day or two
the first becomes a magnificent stream broadening to
two miles in width as it enters the sea at El Arish,
while the second discharges the flood into a number
of small depressions of ground.1 These conditions,
occurring perhaps once in every seven years, actually
existed in the winter of 1914-15. The largest of the
four rock cisterns at Moiya el Harab 2 was filled in this
manner, Any anxiety, therefore, which Djemal may
have felt as regards water, when weighing the merits
of the central route against the other, should have
been dispelled if he were aware of the actual facts,3
In the Northern Zone rain during the months of
winter is always plentiful, Continuous showers blow
from seaward and discharge their burden in the belt
of land lying between the coastline and the dunes.
The moisture is absorbed at once in the soft sand.
Yet while there is no difficulty in winter in adding to
the number of the recognized wells existing on the
El Arish-Qantara road by the simple process of boring
fresh outlets, the water obtained usually is so brackish
that horses refuse to drink it. The Southern Zone
alone has no water facilities. The road traversing the
area passes through prolonged stretches of well-less

1  Thus, at Er Rigum, a few miles east of Lake Timsah, where the
Turkish column halted to prepare for the final stage of its march,
excellent water was available in January 1915.   So large was the supply
that some weeks later the British Intelligence Service estimated that
the pool still contained 250,000 gallons.

2  These cisterns (of varying capacity, the largest being 40' by 40'
by 25' deep), each holding, when filled, about a quarter of a million
gallons, appear to have been excavated originally for the convenience
of pilgrims proceeding to Mecca.   Since, however, the easier route,
via Suez and Jedda, came into fashion, the cisterns no longer needed
have fallen into disrepair.

3  The brief account of the march given by Von  Kressenstein
suggests that DjemaFs personal knowledge of the natural water
supplies on the central route was scanty.